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Please amend the application as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Page 1, before "Background of the Invention", please insert: 

- -Related Application Information 



This is a continuation-in-part application of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
09/425,480 filed October 22, 1999, now U.S. Patent No. 6,273,916.- - 


Page 1 , paragraph beginning on line 7, amend tn rpari; 


- -Percutaneous vertebroplasty is a technique involving the injection of a 
biomaterial into a vertebral body in order to treat the defects therein. It is 
performed using a set of surgical equipment assembled to complement such a 
procedure. For example, it is necessary to have equipment for prepping the 
^ patient's skin in order to provide antimicrobial effectiveness to the skin overlying 
P the vertebrae. Equipment is also required to maintain the surgical area as clean and 
sterile as possible to help reduce the risk of infection. Equipment is further required 
to anaesthetize the patient to produce a reversible loss of sensation in the surgical 
area of the body, in preparation for incision. The incision is made by any suitable 
surgical equipment capable of cutting anatomical tissue. Also, it is necessary to 
have equipment with a sharp end able to penetrate the vertebral body for injection 
of the biomaterial into the vertebral body. Further, it is necessary to provide 
equipment for preparation of the biomaterial and delivery into the vertebral body.- - 


Page 7, paragraph beginning on line t^j a^end to read: 


- -First opacifier 92 is packaged in a sterile sachet or equivalent storage 
means, In the present embodiment, where polymer powder 90 is 
methylmethacrylate then first opacifier 92 is barium powder. It is believed that 
there should be a mass of barium of from about ten percent to about fifty percent 

3 of the mass of the methylmethacrylate. Preferably, there should be a mass of 
barium of from about fifteen percent to about forty-five percent of the mass of 
methylmethacrylate. More preferably, there should be a mass of barium powder of 
from about twenty percent to about forty percent of the mass of 
methylmethacrylate- It is presently preferred, however, that there should be a mass 
of barium of about one-third of the mass of methylmethacrylate, and thus, where 
there are eighteen grams of methylmethacrylate there should be about six grams 
of barium. In general, it will be understood that a sufficient amount of barium 


